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CHARACTERISTICS

MISSION

• Cohort program model that fosters a community of
scholarship as students and faculty progress together
through a sequence of four honors courses
• Freshmen and sophomore-level interdisciplinary classes
taught by a dedicated team of faculty experts

The Honors Program at

• Junior and senior research seminars focusing on research
methodology specific to student’s discipline

Olivet Nazarene University exists

• Culmination in the completion of a fully-funded, facultymentored, two-year research capstone project

to equip academically-gifted
students for lives of service as
Christian scholars and leaders
in their chosen disciplines.

• Coursework in the program satisfies four university general
education requirements
• Enrichment activites including an overnight retreat for
incoming freshmen and a capstone sophomore Chicago trip
at conclusion of coursework
• Community service and cultural event opportunities unique
to program
• Honors designation on transcript and recognition
at graduation
• Potential for publication in university honors research journal
• High success rate in placing graduates in fully-funded
graduate school programs

STUDENT TESTIMONIAL

FA C U LT Y S P O T L I G H T

DA N S H A R DA , P H D .
STEM RESEARCH COORDINATOR

“Students will discover in themselves new levels
of perseverance, excellence, leadership,
independence, and confidence.”

E R I N O LS O N
CLASS OF 2020

“My capstone project has unlocked a
newfound passion for research.”
Erin is a member of Honors Cohort 10. She is currently working
alongside Dr. Dan Sharda to investigate means of protecting intestinal
health using a cell culture model of intestinal inflammation.
“By starting the project development process freshman year, the Honors
Program fosters and facilitates a higher level of scholarship and project
complexity than is generally achievable in a single-semester research
setting. I am incredibly thankful for the opportunity to contribute to
the larger body of scientific literature in a meaningful way and for the
investment my Honors professors and research mentor, Dr. Sharda,
have made in my project. Already, my capstone research has not only
strengthened my laboratory, communication, and critical thinking
skills, but has also unlocked a newfound passion for research.ˮ

Dr. Sharda’s doctoral and postdoctoral
studies have been in the fields of cancer
and cardiovascular disease, the two
leading causes of death in developed
counties. He’s had the privilege of
conducting research in top labs in the
United States and Japan and dining with
Nobel Laureates. Nothing holds him in
awe though as much as looking though
a microscope at a cell he has never
seen before. A self-proclaimed research
“junkie,” Dr. Sharda is addicted to learning and discovering more
about creation and, by extension, the Creator.
“I see teaching in the Honors Program as having two primary
benefits. The first is to develop leaders and Kingdom ambassadors
in all fields. Students who complete the program will discover
in themselves new levels of perseverance, excellence, leadership,
independence, and confidence. The second benefit is wisdom.
How much care has the King of the universe put in His creation?
How is it that in His infinite wisdom and mercy, He has allowed
us to uncover even a small part of His remarkable creativity?
How wonderful is it that we have the opportunity to share these
discoveries with others? Might we even learn something about
ourselves in the process? Are you game to find out?ˮ

STUDENT TESTIMONIAL

FA C U LT Y S P O T L I G H T

BETH SCHURMAN, PHD.
HUMANITIES RESEARCH COORDINATOR
“The Honors Program hosts some of the
brightest and most driven students.”
Dr. Schurman’s education and expertise
are in English education, and her
research interests are the intersection
of education, community, and service,
focusing on the role of service-learning
projects within the context of teacher
education programs. Dr. Schurman’s
scholarly output includes annual
presentations at the National Council
of Teachers of English Conference
and the Illinois Association of
Teachers of English Conference and publications within state and
regional English education journals. She is currently working on
disseminating the results from her most recent study on serviceleaning projects within Olivet’s Honors Program.
“What I love about teaching in Olivetʼs Honors Program is the
chance to cultivate studentsʼ intellectual curiosity. I get to help
students take their passions and big ideas and give them life within
a specific field and context. The Honors Program hosts some of
the brightest and most driven students, and part of its purpose
is encouraging them to consider not only the potential local and
global influences of their research but, more importantly, how their
role as Christian scholars shapes their lives and the communities in
which they work.ˮ

COLE DOOLITTLE
CLASS OF 2019

“The Honors Program continually challenged me to
step into the full reality of God’s plan for my life.”
Coleʼs Honorʼs research focused on investigating disturbance regimes
in Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) forests. He has been working
with dendrochronological resources and GIS software to understand
how wind and climate variability influence the structural stability of our
northern forests on a micro-topographic scale.
“While the Honors Program did provide the space, resources, and
funding for my research, the full scope of the Honors Program extends
beyond academic excellence. The Honors Program continually
challenged me to step into the full reality of God’s plan for my life.
The material is challenging, the work is difficult, but the reward for
persistence is an eye-opening spiritual, relational, and academic
understanding of what it means to be human.ˮ

STUDENT TESTIMONIAL

FA C U LT Y S P O T L I G H T

STEPHEN LOWE, PHD.
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

E M I LY R A D U N S
CLASS OF 2018

“The Honors Program helped shape my understanding
of complex problems and solutions.”
Emily is an AmeriCorps member and Resource Navigator at a men’s
emergency shelter. She works with clients on a daily basis, assessing
their strengths and needs, developing goals to move toward stability,
and connecting them to health and employment services. After
completing her AmeriCorps contract, she will be overseeing summer
mission trip sites in Chicago, Indianapolis, and Benton Harbor.
“The Honors Program prepared me for the kind of interdisciplinary
problem-solving that has been a part of this work. It helped shape my
understanding of complex problems and complex solutions ― problems
like homelessness and race, and solutions like short-term shelter and
short-term mission trips.ˮ

Dr. Lowe joined the faculty at Olivet
in 1993, after receiving his Ph.D. in
history from Ohio University. Before
providing leadership for the Honors
Program, he served as a professor
of history and the chair of the
Department of History and Political
Science. His research has been in
the field of American Social-Cultural
History, where he has focused on
sports, public policy, and biography.
His second book, Sir Walter and Mr. Jones: Walter Hagen, Bobby
Jones, and the Rise of American Golf, won the USGA’s annual
Herbert Warren Wind Award. His articles have been published
in a variety of academic and commercial outlets ranging from
the Journal of Sport History to GOLF Magazine. In addition to
serving as Honors Director, Dr. Lowe is dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences and continues to teach courses in U.S. history and
research methods.
“Olivet’s Honors Program offers students an exceptional academic
experience that combines the faculty/student discussion of a small
college classroom with the pursuit of research and scholarship
usually associated with large universities. This unique, wellrounded education is strong preparation for our students as
they step into graduate school or a professional career. It is also
transformational for students as they are challenged to reconsider
their intellectual gifts and develop them in ways that serve God
and others.ˮ

APPLICATION
PROCESS
1
Apply and be admitted to Olivet Nazarene University

C O N TACT
I N FO R M AT I O N

2

For questions regarding the
Honors Program contact

Verify a composite ACT score of 28 or an equivalent SAT
score, or rank in the top 10% of class (100 minimum
students), or have a 3.75 GPA on a 4.0 scale

Associate Program Director

3

For questions regarding the
application process contact

Submit completed Honors Program application form
along with required essay online by January 30

Associate Executive Director
of Admissions

4
Complete an Honors Program interview with ONU faculty

for more details visit olivet.edu/honors

STEPHEN CASE, PHD.
scase@olivet.edu
(815) 928-5681

LUKE FRANKLIN
lfrankl1@olivet.edu
(815) 928-5478

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS
ONE UNIVERSITY AVENUE
BOURBONNAIS, IL 60914
800-648-1463
OLIVET.EDU

